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rather upon the more ancient system of the builders of
Babel. To augment this confusion, my wife has fixed
upon this time as proper to present me with a fine chop-
ping boy, whose pipe? being of the shrillest, is heard
amid the storm, like a boatswain's whistle in a gale of
wind. These various causes of confusion have also inter-
rupted the labors of young Ley den on your behalf; but
he has again resumed the task of transcribing Arthour,
of which I once again transmit a part. I have to ac-
knowledge, with the deepest sense of gratitude, the beau-
tiful analysis of Mr. Douce's Fragments, which throws
great light upon the romance of Sir Tristrem. In ar-
ranging that, I have anticipated your judicious hint, by
dividing it into three parts, where the story seems natu-
rally to pause, and prefixing an accurate argument, refer-
ring to the stanzas as numbered,

"I am glad that Mrs. Ellis and you have derived any
amusement from the House of Aspen. It is a very hur-
ried dramatic sketch; and the fifth act, as you remark,
would require a total revisal previous to representation
or publication. At one time I certainly thought, with my
friends, that it might have ranked well enough by the
side of the Castle Spectre, Bluebeard, and the other .drum
and trumpet exhibitions of the day; but the Plays on
the Passions1 have put me entirely out of conceit with
my Germanized brat; and should I ever again attempt
dramatic composition, I would endeavor after the gen-
uine old English model. . . . The publication of The
Complaynt2 is delayed. It is a work of multifarious
lore. I am truly anxious about Leyden's Indian jour-
ney, which seems to hang fire. Mr. William Dundas
was so good as to promise me his interest to get him

1 The first volume of Joanna Baillie's Plays on the Passions appeared in
1798. Volume II. f ollowed in 1802.

8 The Gomplayntof ScQtland, written in 1548; with, a Preliminary Dis-
sertvtion and Glossary, by John Iseyd$n, was published by Constable in Jan*
uary, 1802.
but I could not get my elephants over the pass.' He had, in idea, Hanni-
